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“Alba Carolina’, cea mai reprezenta-
tivd cetate bastionard din tara noastr,
este construitd la initiativa impdratului
Carol VI de Habsburg si sub supra-
vegherea feldmaresalului austriac de
origine francezi Eugeniu de Savoia.
Lucririle dureazi 23 de ani, din 1715
pani in 1738, cu intreruperi datorate
rizboaielor din acea perioadi. La con-
structia fortiretei au lucrat circa 20.000
de iobagi din satele din imprejurimile
orasului si cei mai autorizati specialisti
ai vremii, Ridicarea cetitii s-a ficut dupi
planurile arhitectului Giovanni Moran-
do Visconti, fortificatia fiind realizatd
dupi tipul celor de la frontierele Frantei.
Construitd in stil Vauban, un stil pro-
movat de inginerul militar Sebastien Le
Prestre marechal de Vauban, care a ser-
vit in armata regelui Ludovic al XIV-lea,
Cetatea inglobeazi toate celelalte fortifi-
catii preexistente, in perioada construirii
Cetitii, oragul a fost consemnat in unele
documente oficiale atit cu denumirea
de Karlsburg (dupi numele impiratului
Carol VI de Habsburg), cit si cu acela
de Alba Carolina, de unde si numele
cetitii bastionare. In Evul Mediu a fost
adaptat pentru destinatia de cetate feu-
dali, cunoscuti de localnici sub numele
de Bilgrad. Zidurile acesteia s-au pis-
trat pini in secolul al XVIII-lea.

& Alba (arolina’, the' most representative’ bastion fortress in ‘Romania, was built upon
the’ initiative’ of Emperor (harles VT qf Haﬁs@mg, under the supervision of the’ French-
born Austrian fie{a[ marshal £ugene’of Savoy. The construction took 23 years, from 1715 to
1738, qﬁen interruptez{ because’ of the'wars in those’ times. More’than 20,000 serfs frum the’
surroum{ing areas as well as the'most famous specia[iﬂs were’ contracted to do the work cf
construction. TBe’fortress was built to a[esigns 6)' giovunni Morando Uisconti, tBe’fortzﬁca-
tion imitating those'at the'french borders. Built in Uauban-style; promotetd by the'military
engineer Sebastien le’ Prestremarshal qf Wauban, who served in tBe’urmy of Louis XT°U,
tBe’jbrtress takes in all tBe’preexiﬂing forti ications. During the construction of tﬁe’fortress,
the’ settlement was mentioned in official documents both as Karlsbury (after the’ name of
(harles U1 of I{aésﬁmg) and Alba (arolina, from which the’ name’ of the’ bastion fortress
derives. “During tBe’Ji'lic[o[[e’Jlges it was adapte’c[ and used as a feua[a[ citadel, known as
ﬂ3al;qra¢{, thewalls of which were’preserve’c{ until the 17 century.




Castrul Roman a fost construit in scopul cantonirii in zoni a
Legiunii XIIT Gemina, ce avea rolul de a pizi tinutul aurifer din
Mungii Apuseni si drumul aurului. De formi dreptunghiulars,
conform arhitecturii militare romane, Castrul se intindea pe o su-
prafati de 20 de hectare. Castrul era previzut cu cite o poartd pe
fiecare laturi. Din constructie se mai pistreazi doar ruinele Portii

de Sud si o parte din zidul fortificatiei.

@ The Roman camp was constructed in order to quarter the
Gemina XTIT Legion, whose’ main role’ was to defena[ the’ go[d
fields of the Apuseni Mountains and the'gold road. Rectangular-
sﬁape’([, fo([owing to the Roman mil'itaty architecture; the’ camp
Sretched over 20 bectares. TBe’camp bada gateon each side: Onlj
the’ ruins of the’ southern gate’ and a part of the fortification wall
are’ $till in existence’




Platforma de artilerie se remarci, in primul
rind, prin atmosfera de epoci ce a fost recreati
aici prin expunerea celor trei tunuri si prin ser-
viciul de gard3 efectuat de militarii costumati in
uniforme de epoci. De altfel, in fiecare simbiti,
garda Traseului celor Trei Fortificatii, dupi defi-
larea ce pistreazi tipicul vremii, executd o salvi
de onor in cinstea drapelului Alba Iuliei. Tunu-
rile amplasate odinioard pe aceasti platformi
erau fabricate in atelierele Cetitii, unde lucrau,
in timpul domniei principilor Rakoczi, in jur de
1.500 de muncitori. Atelierele au fost construite
in secolul al XVI-lea, iar din prima jumitate a
secolului al XVIII-lea s-au infiingat arsenalul si
cazarma de artilerie,

& The artillery platform is remarkable’ due’ to
tBe’epocB’s mi[itary atmospﬁere; which is re~createtd
by the display of the three’ cannons and the guard
service’ carried out E_y soldiers wearing uniforms of
the’ epoch. Each Sunday, the’ Guard of the’ Three’
Fortifications Road, after a parade’ that preserves
the’ old time’ tradition, will fire a salute’ in honor
of the’ flag of Alba Tulia. The cannons that were
fired from this platform used to be'manufactured in
the'workshops inside’ the’ fortress, where’ about 1,500
workers were’emp[oye’o{ o[uring tﬁe’reign of “Rakoczi
princes. The workshops bad been built in the 16*
century; in thefirst balf of the'18” century the arse-
nal and the artillery barrack were establishedd here:




Cetatea impresi-
oneazi atit prin ele-
mentele decorative,
catsi prin frumusetea
celor sase porti ale
fortificatiei, trei spre
oras si alte trei spre
cimpul de instruc-
tie din vest, unice in
arhitectura militara
europeand.

Din picate, pini
in zilele noastre nu
s-au mai pistrat in
forma initiali decit
Portile I, IL, IIT i I'V.

& The fortress is
sperflacu[ar thanks to
its decorative’ efements
and to the sp[endor
of the’ six gates of the
forttﬁcation, three of
which fuce the' town
and the other three’ the
instruction camp on
the western side; all of
them Being unique’ in
the’ European military
architecture’

‘Unfortunute’[_y,
on[y Gates T, 1T, T11
and 10 are $ll in

existence’

Poarta I are forma unui arc de triumf, cu trei intriri.
Arhitrava sustine statuile lui Marte si Venus, ce incadreazi
stema Casei de Austria. Extremititile sunt evidentiate de
doui bombarde in pozitie de tragere. Fatadele sunt orna-
mentate cu basoreliefuri; la exterior, Enea salvindu-si tatil
din flicirile Troiei i lupta dintre Hercule si Anteu; in in-
terior regisim o scend cu Perseu tinind capul Meduzei si o
altd scend a luptei dintre Hercule sileul din Nemeea. Poar-
ta a fost supusi unui indelungat si migilos proces de resta-
urare, care i-a redat acuratetea formelor §i luminozitatea.

€ Gate'l has tBe’sBape’ ofa triumpﬁu[ arch, with three’
entrances. Qver the architraves are’the’ statues of Mars and
Uenus, framing the crown oftﬁe’]—[ouse’ ofﬂuﬂria. The
extremities are’provic{e’ofwitB two bombards in sﬁooting po-
sition. TBe’frontages are’ ornamented with Eas—re{iefs; on
the’ outside’ — the’ scene’ in which Aeneas is rescuing bis
father from the' flames of Troy and the’ combat between
Hercules and Antaeus. In the inside’ one’ can see’ Perseus
holding Medusa’s bead and the combat between Hercules



and the’ Lion offNemeeu. TBe’gate’Bas unc[ergone’a [ong and scru-
pulous restoration process to regjain the' accuracy of its shapes and its

former SP[CVI({O?.

Poarta II a fost distrusi in perioada interbelici, iar structura
sa era afectatd de infiltratiile de ap3. Mai erau in picioare doar
stilpii laterali, iar reprezentirile heraldice care ornamentau partea
superioard se aflau in altd parte a Cetitii. Pentru recuperarea si
refacerea portii a fost inceput in 2009 un amplu proces de restau-
rare, care a avut ca bazi de informare fotografii-document, astfel
incat acest monument arhitectural a putut fi reconstituit conform
imaginii de altidati.

€ Gate Il was destroyed during the interwar period, its structure
being affected by water infiltrations. Only the side pillars were still
standing and the beraldic images that would adorn the upper sides
were placed somewhere else in the Castle. In order to recover and re-
store the gate, a most important restoration process was begun in 2009,
based on document photos, so that this architectural monument could
be restored to its original image.






Poarta principali de intrare in fort, numiti si Poarta a ITI-a,
cel mai reprezentativ ansamblu sculptural din Cetate, stirneste
in memoria colectivi sentimente amestecate. Pe de o parte, re-
cunostinta fatd de realizirile memorabile ale stipénitorilor vre-
mii, care au durat aici opere arhitecturale de referinti, cu care
astizi ne mandrim; pe de alti parte, respectul si piogenia fati de
martirii care s-au ridicat impotriva acelorasi stipanitori, pentru
apirarea drepturilor roméanilor. De altfel, in soclul statuii ec-
vestre a impdratului Carol al VI-lea, ce incununeazi poarta, se
afli o mici incipere, unde a fost intemnitat inainte de executie
Horea, unul dintre conducitorii revoltei tirinesti de la 1784,
Soclul statuii este incadrat de reprezentarea unor prizonieri
turci, doborati de copitele calului impiritesc. Edificiul, de for-
mi prismatici, se remarci prin bogitia ornamental, specifici
sculpturii baroce din Transilvania, ce reprezinti scene de lupt,
blazoane, arme, trofee, steaguri, uneori realist, alteori alegoric.

& The main entrance gate , also known as Gate T11, the
most represenmtive’ scufptum[ ensemble’ of tﬁe’_ffortress causes
confuse’cffeeﬁngs: gratefu[nessfor the remarkable achievements
oftBe’ rulers of those’ times, who succeeded in Bui[ding extraor-
dinary architectural monuments of which we are’ proud, but
u[sofee{ings ofrespec'f andpiousnessfor tﬁose’mart_yrs who rose’
against the same rulers, in order to defend the rights of the Ro-
manians. In fadl, rigﬁt in tBe’pe’d'eﬂa[quBar[es T’ eques-
trian datue there’is a small room where Horea, one’qftﬁe’ lead-
ers ofpeasent revolt ofl784 was imprisone’dprior to execution.
TBe’pe’c{eﬂa[ is fmme’c{ E_y scenes representing Turkish prisoners
knocked to tﬁe’groum{ 6)' the’ emperor’s horses. The establish-
ment, prism—séaped, stands out in terms ofornamenta[ricﬁness,
specific to the’ Euroque’scu[pture’ of Tmnsy[vania, with scenes of
combat, coats of arms, trophies, flags and banners, presented in
a realistic or a[{egorica[ manner.




