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'Alba Carolina'] cea mai reptezerfie-
tiv| cetete bastionari din gara noastri,
este construiti la inigiativa impiratului
Carol VI de Habsburg gi sub supra-

vegherea feldmaregalului austriac de

on$ne fratcezl Eugeniu de Savoia,

Lucririle drteazd,2l de ari, din L7l5
pini in L738, u intreruperi datorate
rizbouelor din acea perioadi. La con-
strucgia fortiregei au lucrat circa 20.000
de iobagi din satele din imprejurimile
oraqului gi cei mai a:otorizaqi specialigti

ai vremii. Ridicarea cet5ltji s-a facut dupi
planurile arhitecarlui Giovanni Moran-
do Visconti, fortifica;ia flind teelizati,
dupi tipul celor de la frontierele Frangei.

Construiti in stil Vauban, un sdl pro-
movat de inginerul militar Sebastien Le
Prestre marechal de Vauban, care a ser-

vit in armata regelui Ludovic al XIVlea,
Cetatea inglobe azi toate celelalte fonifi-
carii preexistente, in perioada construirii
Cetigii, oragul a fost consemnat in unele

documente oficiale atit cu denumirea
de Karlsburg (dupi numele impiraarlui
Carol VI de Habsburg), cit gi cu acela

de Alba Carolina, de unde qi numele
cetigii bastionare. in Evul Mediu a fost
adaptat pentru destina;ia de cetate feu-
dall, cunoscuti de localnici sub numele
de Balgrad. Zidutrle acesteia s-au pis-
trat pini in secolul aI XV[I-lea.

U, !A[6a (aro[ina", t6e mo{t rcIrcsentailve 6a{tion Jortress in fumania, was 6uift upon

tfte initiatire oJ €mperor C6or[es 1)I oJ lla\sburg, rnder tbe supervision of t6e Jrenc6-
6orn Ju{trian fie{l marsbaf tugene of SavE. Tbe contlru(tion nofr. zj yars, Jrom ry7s to

ry js, often intenupted \ecause of {)e wa.rs in t6ose times, -Llore t6on 2o,ooo se$ Jrom t6e
surrounf,ing areas as wd[ as the mo{l Jamous specia[itts werd contra(ld to da t6e work of
con{lru(tion. T\efortress was 6ui[t to lesigns 61 $iouanni .lLoran{o (Uisconti, tbefortiJica-

tion imitating thoseat thefrenct 6orders. Sui[t in 1)au6an-tl[e promote{ 61 themifinr1
engineer Se$aitien fe?re{le marsha[ of 'Uauban, wfto seruel in tbe arml of Louis X11),
tbefortress taLes in a[[ tbepreexitlingfortifcations, lDuring tbecon{lru(lion oJ tbeJortress,

t6e sett[ement was rnentioned in oficiaf [ocumen* 6ot6 as l@rk6urg (after tbe name of

fhartu cUI oJ 1{a6sburg) and J[6a (aro[ina, from whic6 tbe name of tbe 6a{tion fortress
deriues, lDuring t6e -tLidd[e Jges it was adaptd anf, usd as a feula[ cita{e{, Fnown as

&a[gra{, tftewaffs of wblc6 werdpruerud unti[ tbe vb century,



Platforma de ar:r,:.
rXnd, prin atmostiri i:
aici prin expunerea .c----: :

viciul de gardi efecr,::: ::
uniforme de epocl. De ald
garda Traseului ceior Trei I

larea ce pilsffeazi dpicul s
de onor in cinstea draduf
rile amplasate odinioari 

1

erau fabricate in ateliaele
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Casmrl Roman afost consmrit ln scopul cantonlrii inzonLa
Legiunii XIII Gemina, ce avea rolul de a pizi tinunrl aurifer din
Mungii Apuseni gi drumul aurulul De formi dreptunghiularl
conform arhitecnrrii militare romane, Casmrlseintindeape o su-

ptafaEi de 20 de hectara Casmrl era previzut cu cite o poarti pe

fiecarelatud. Din consmrctie se mai pistreazi doar ruinele Porgii

de Sud gi o parte din zidul forcificagiei,

$ Tbefuman carn? was con{lrutted in order to quarter t6e

$emina X111 Legion, wftose main rofe was to defenl t6e go[l
j;e{ds of theJpuseni -/lTountains anf, t6ego[f, road. fuctangukr-
sbape{, Joffowing to tftefuman mifitar1 arc\ite&ure, t6e cdffiP

{lretched ouer zo 6e(lares. Tbecamp 6ad agateon eac6 sif,e 0nt1

the ruins of t6e soutbern gatd and a part of thefortiJication wa[[

are {ti[[ in exillenc€,

i-,c



Pladorma de atilerie se remarci, in primul
rind, prin atmosfera de epoci ce a fost recteatl
aici prin expunerea celor trei runuri gi prin ser-

viciul de gard| efecwt de militarii costumagi in
uniforme de epoci. De altfel, in frecare simbiti,
garda Traseului celor Trei Fortificagii, dupi defi-

larea ce pistreazl cipicul vremii, executi o salve

de onor in cinstea drapelului Alba Iuliei. Tunu-
rile amplasate odinioari pe aceasti pladormi
erau fabricate in aelierele Cetigii, unde lucrau,

in timpul domniei principilor Rakoczi, in jur de

1.500 de muncitori. Atelierele au fost construite

in secolul al XVI-lea, iar din prima jumitate a

secolului al XVII-lea s-au infiingat arsenalul gi

cazarma de attilerie,

$ Tbe artif[er1 pktforn is renarLa\[e f,ue to

tbe epochs mi[itar1 atmospiev, wbic6 is rd-creatdf,

6y t6e llsptq oJ tfie three cannons anf, t6e guarl
seruice carrief, out 61 so[diers wearing uniforms of
tfie epoc6. €acb Sunday t6e $uarl of t6e T6ree

Jortifications fua[, after a parald t6at presentes

t6e otf, tiffie tra{ition, wi[[ fire a safute in 6onor

of t\efkg of Jtba \u[id. :f6e iannons tbat werd

fired frorn t6is ptotforn used to 6e tnunuJacture{ in

the worLshops insidetheJortress, wbere a6out t,Soo

workers wereempfoy{ luringtbereign of fukoczi
princes, Tbe worL:\ops fiad 6een 6uift in tbe fi'6
centurJ; in $efirlt 6af oJ tfie *6 centurl tbd ard-
naf and tbe arti[[ery \arract were etta6[is$e{ 6ere

_ .-:. ,,_
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Din picate, pini
in zilele noastre nu
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Porgile I, II, III qi IV.

$ T6e fortress is

spe{lacutar t\anks to
its decorative dements

anf, to t6e spfendor

of t6e six gates of tfie

JortiJication, tbree of

w{ticlt Jace tbe rcwn

anl tbe ot6er three tbe

in{lruttion cam! on

thewe{tern side a[[ of

them 6eing unique in

tbe €.uroytean mi[itar1

arc6itetture,

'Unf ortunate$,
on[1 $ates 1,11,111
anf, In) are lti[[ in

exi{lence

Poarta I are forma unui arc de triumf, cu trei intriri.
Arhitrava susgine statuile lui Marte gi Venus, ce incadteazi,

stema Casei de Austria. Extremititile sunt evidengiate de

doui bombarde in pozrye de tragere. Fapdele sunt orna-

mentate cu basoreliefuri;la exterior, Enea salvindu-qi tatil
din flicirile Troiei qi lupta dintre Hercule qi Anteu; in in-
terior regisim o sceni cu Perseu ginind capul Meduzei gi o

alti sceni a luptei dintre Hercule gi leul din Nemeea,Poar
ta a fost supusi unui indelungat gi migilos proces de resta-

utare, care i-a tedat acurategea formelor gi lumin ozitatea.

U, $atet 6as t6e sbape oJ a triumpba[ arc6, witb t6ree

efitrdnces, Oyer tbe architraues ard t6d {tatues oJ -ll4ars onf,
1)enus, framing t6e crown oJ the House of Ju{tria. The
extremities areprovided witb two 6om6ards in sftooting po-

sition. Tbefrontages ard orntffienel with 6as-rdi$; on

t6e outside - t6e scene in wbic6 Jeneas is rescuing fiis

t'ather Jrom tbe f[ames of Try anf, $e com\at \etween

l7ercu[es anf, Jntaeus. 7n tbe insi{e ond can sed ?erseus

\o6ing -Llelusa\ fiead anl t6e com\at \etween rtrru["t

and t6e Lion of ).kmc*. T[e',
pufous re{toration proc:s to rc!

former sy[enf,or.

Poarta II a fost distrusi ir
sa, era afectati- de in6ln-agiilc
stXlpii laterali, iar reprez*nliri
superioari se allau in alti par

refacerea portli a fost incepur i

rare, care a avut ca bazi de in
incit acest monument arhita:
imaginii de altidati,

$ Gate II was destro.ted dt
being afected by water infilra
standing and tbe heraldic in4
were placed somewhere eke in d

store the gate, a most ifiportintl
based on documert pbotos, * *
be restored to its original irugL



6n{ tbe Lion of Nemeea. Thegate fias undergone a [ong anl snu-
pu[ous re{loration process to rdyqin tbe accurail oJ its t{tipes and its

former sphndor.

Poarta II a fost distrusi in perioada interbelici, iar srructura
sa era afectati de infiltragiile de apl. Mai erau in picioare doar
stilpii laterali, iar rcptez,entilnLe heraldice care ornamentau parrea
superioari se afau in altl parte a Cetlpi. Pentru recuperarea si
refacerca portii a fost inceput in 2009 un amplu proces de restau-
rare, cete e av:ot cabazl de informare fotografii-document, asr6l
inc6.t acest monument arhitectural a putut fr reconstifirit conform
irnaginii de altidati.

$ Gate II was destroyed during the interwar period, its structure
being afected by water infiltrations, Only tbe side pillar were still
standing and the beraldic images that would ad.orn the upyter sides

were ytlaced somewhere eke in the Castle, In order to recouer and re-
store tbe gate, a most importantrestorution I)rocess was begun in 2009,
based on document photos, so tbat this arcbitectural monument could.

be restored to its original image.
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Poarta principali de intrare ln fort, numiti gi Poartaalll-a,
cel mai reptezertativ ansamblu sculpural din Cetate, stirnegte
in mernoria colectivi sentimente alnestecate Pe de o partc re-

cunogtinga fagi de reaTizitile memorabile ale stipAnitorilor vre-

rrrii, carc au durat aici opere arhitecturale de referingL cu care

astizi ne mindrim; pe de alti parte, respecfil gi piof enia fagi de

martirii care s-au ridicat impotriva aceloragi stipAnitori, pentru
apitarca drepturilor rominilor. De altfel, in soclul statuii ec-

vestre a implratului Carol al Vl-lea , ce ittcltnuneazi poarta, se

a{li o micl incipere, unde a fost intemnitat inainte de executie

Horea, unul dintre conducitorii revoltei girinegti dela 1784,

Soclul statuii este incadrat de rcpre,entarca unor prizonieri
turci, doborXgi de copitele calului impiritesc. Edificiul, de for-
mi prismatici, se remarci prin bogi,tia ornamentali., specfici
sculprurii baroce din Transilvania, ce repreirt|scene de 1upt5,

blazoane, arme, trofeg steaguri, uneori realist, alteori alegoric

$ Tbe main enffdnce Bdte , a[so Enown as $ate 111, the
mo{l rdpresenta.tive scu[ptura[ ensem6[e of t6e fortress causes

confused fedingt: gratefu[ness Jor tbe remar6a6fe acGievements

of t6e ruters oJ tfiose times, w6o succeedef, in \uifding extrdor-

f,inar1 arcbitettura[ morumentt of wbic6 we are proud, 6ut

ako Jedings of respe(t an{ f iousness for t6ose martys w6o rose

again{t tbe same ru[ers, in order to defend t6e rig6* of t6e fu-
manians. In fact, ilg6t in tbd pde{ta[ oJ fftar[es 

(U1\ eques-

trian {latud therd is a smat[ room wbere l7orea, one of t6e ha[-
ers oJ peasent reuoft of q84 was imytrisone{ Prior to execution.

Tfie pedeltaf is framed 61 scenes rtPresentin1 Tur6is6 prisoners

Enoc6e[ to t\eground 61 tbe emperor\ 6orses. T6e etta6tis6-

ment, prism-sbaped, Jtands out in terns of ornamenta[ ricLness,

speciJic to t6e \aroque scufpture oJ Transl[^vania, with scenes of
com6at, coats oJ arms, tropLies, fkgs anf, 6anners, presentel itt
a rea[ifiic or a[[egorica[ manner.


